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Christian sinners

Working with Christian sinners is an important but neglected area, of the Christian life. An
inadequate understanding of human nature leads to harmful ministry in His name. To effectively
counsel we must understand the fleshly struggles of each Christian. Wise churches have a
marvelous and liberating opportunity to minister to wounded souls.

My home is considered to be "a burnt-over area” because there has been evangelistic preaching
with little understanding of the life that follows salvation. Almost every person in my hometown
has been saved at least once yet few are actively involved with the church or live a moral life.
Even more telling is the defensiveness of many toward the church and God. This is especially
true of Fundamentalist, Holiness, and Pentecostal churches. Even a mention of my vocation can
result in an argument.

A short review of the Five Phases of History and Sanctification
Creation-Pre Fall Fall-Pre Atonement
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The charts illustrate the nature ofl persons before and after the Fall. The Garden was a normal
environment where intimate relationships could flourish. When sin entered the universe all
relationships became distorted and broken. The Garden of Eden was intended to be the norm but
the whole world and everything in it was plunged into abnormality. In my charts, the upright
heart represents the human condition before the Fall and the upside-down, split heart represents
it afterward. It is distorted because of Bondage, Guilt, Rebellion and Shame.

However, there is hope for change. Jesus came to restore humanity to the Pre-Fall condition with
an upright heart and intimate relationships. That is a lifelong process of healing, sanctification
and discipleship. It requires three charts to illustrate. One shows our new Position in Christ, a
second to show our Condition in Christ and third Glorification in Heaven.

Salvation-definitive sanctification

At salvation, we become new creatures. The old is gone and the new has come. Because of this
promise, we say with confidence that we have been saved, we have been healed, we have been
delivered and we have been made complete. All past, present and future sins, separation and
shame are gone. Our position in Christ is the same as Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.
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